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was established (i) to meet the vague demand,
voiced all over Germany, for a visible symbol
of unity, and (2) because Metternich thought
that it would provide him with an instrument
to control the affairs of the minor Princes,
anxious as he was to establish Austrian hege-
mony in Central Europe.
The history of the German (Holy Roman)
Empire and of the Confederation of Germany is
full of valuable lessons for those interested in
the future of India. It provides the example
of a great country dissolving into petty states
by the operation of forces many of which are
present in the India of today. The centri-
fugal tendency inherent in autonomous groups
received full play in Germany with every
measure which weakened the central govern-
ment. The Princes of Germany, as are the
Princes of India, were sovereigns in their own
right. There was no joint machinery for
making laws or for enforcing decisions. This
is the case in India. So long as the central
authority was strong, as under the Hohenstau-
fens or under Charles V, the Princes bowed
before the dictates of the Emperor. The
states in India today submit to the exercise of
m authority they cannot resist. But unless,